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The Subſtance of what was delivered at his 
» Interment, with the Addition of fome Particulars 
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The Cup which my Father hath- given 


mes ſhall I not drink it? 


UBMISSION to God is a great Branch 

Iz of Chriſtian Duty, very ornamental to 
Religion, and greatly comfortable to all, 
who practiſe. it upon right Principles, 
and in a proper Manner: My Text repreſents 
it in the perfect Example of - Jeſus Chriſt, 
who being ſeized by the Guard, which the 
perfidious Judas procured to apprehend him, 
voluntarily ſurrendered himſelf into theit 
hands. That he could have eſcaped, appears 
from the Air of Majeſty with which he went 
forth, and faid unto them whom ſeek ye? 
They anſwered Feſui of Nazareth : But in- 
ſtead of then coming forward to take him, as 
ſoon as he ſaid to them, I am be, they went 
backward and fell to the Ground: And he 
who ſtruck: them down; could have ſtruck 
them dead, or could have obtained a Celeſtial 
Army'for his own Security ; but having ſhewn 
them that his Surrender was not by Compul- 
ſion but Choice, and made Terms for his Diſ- 
ciples, he ſubmits. [The immediate Occaſion 
of this Paſſage, was the Reſiſtance Peter made 
by ſtriking one Malcbus, who is faid to be a 

| B | Servant - 


(2) 
Servant of the High-Prieſt, and probably was 
more forward than the reſt. in ſeizing of 


. 
99 1 


Chriſt; but this Action our Lord did not ap 
prove; but bid him put up his Sword ; he did 
not now ſtand on his Defence, if he had, 
Victory over their Power was eaſily to be ob- 
tained ; but how then ſhould the Scriptures be 
fulfilled, and he approve his Submiſſion to 
his Father? The Cup which my Father hath gi- 
ven me, ſhall I not drink it *? The Word 
as being often uſed in a figurative Senſe for 
iction and Suffering; Nr 
ing of this now, as given him by his Father 
to drink, ſhews that he underſtood it to be 
his preſent Duty to ſubmit to God's Will, 
conſent to die for the Purpoſes of his Glory, 
and acknowledge his Authority, Wiſdom and 
Love in this Appointment, 'The manner in 
which our Lord expreſſes himſelf, is the 
ſtrongeſt Way of affirming be Cup which 
my Fadber gives me, J not drink it? is 
5 d. yes to be ſure I ſhall ; nothing ſhall per- 
uade me to refuſe it, it would be inglorious 
if I did, eſpecially, as this is the Will of my 
heavenly Father, 
The Diſciples of Chriſt will not preſume 
to ſuffer as he did, either as to the Eud or the 


the Manner; but ſuffer they muſt in Obedi- 


ence to their Father, and in 1 
him, they muſt drink —_— and have 
their ſhare of Sufferings in this World; and 


» If, li, 17. Pfſal. lxxv. 8. and Matt, xxvi. 39. . 
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y ſhould conſider this as their Father's 
Wil. and comply with it accordingly. That 
we may do fo 1 will endeavour to ow you 


here: 


1. The Nature of this Duty: And, | 
II. The Reaſan of it. 


I. Iam to ſhow you the Nature of this 
Duty. 
Before I enter upon this, 1 would Py | 
two Things. 
1. That fallen Man is inclined to 

the Will of God: Wiſe and equal as it is, 
and fit to be obeyed, our natural, Inclination 
lies another Way. The Apoſtacy has led us 
into an Oppoſition to the Will of God, both 
eceptive and providential. It diſpoſes us to 
abborn and refractory, poſitive and un- 
n: ; at the ſame time that we own we 

not Wiſdom to appoint, or Power to 
contend ; we yet find not Inclination to ſub- 
mit to God. There is more and leſs of this 
Weakneſs and Perverſeneſs in different Per- 
ſons, but there is a great deal of it in all; it 
is a Fault of our Nature and Fruit of our A 
tacy ; the Core of our Diſeaſe, as fallen Crea- 
tures, lies in the Will, which Faculty is the 
laſt and hardeſt cured. Our bleſſed Lord, 
who well underſtood the Corruption of our 
Nature, taught us for this Reaſon _— Doc- 
trine of — ane * eceſſity 


of 
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of it; and: ſo he might well, foraſmuch as not 
only wicked Men will not that God fbould 
reign over them , and know not the Lordz\nei- 
ther will they obey his Voice ; but good Peo+ 
ple often oftend here ; they are apt to be haſty 
and impatient, they darken Counſel by uttering 
Words without Knowledge ; they ſay, the Ways 
of the Lord are not equal || ; their unrenew- 
ed Nature rebels againſt the better Principle, 
2 their Lips and Language prove them per- 
verie. 

2. All Submiſſion to the Will of God, is 
not regular and acceptable; that for Inſtance 
which is brought about by Force and hard Ne- 
ceſſity only, is neither a Chriſtian Duty nor a 
reaſonable Service; ſo we may ſubmit to the 
Laws of a Tyrant, though we believe them 
at the ſame time cruel and unjuſt ; meer 
Power is the Ground of ſuch Submiſſion ; this 
is only the Obedience of Slaves, who while 
they pay it, may yet hate to do it, and him 
that impoſes it on them. Who knows not, 
that if God will contend with us we cannot op- 

ſe him; no Man can harden himſelf agarnp 

im and profper ; if we ſpeak of Strength, Io 
he is e be 225 away and none 
can hinder him ; who can ſay to him what dofi 
thou **?' Any one may know, that ſuch is the 
Power of God, that we muſt either ſtoop or 
die, ſubmit or periſh : Creatures can no more 
contend with him, than dry Stubble can ſtand 


„Lake . 27. + Exod.v.2. f Job vi. 2. 


I Ezek. xviii. 25, Job ix, 19. | 
| before 
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before: devouring Fire; hut if our Submiſſan | 
to God be no more, er other than, what we 
are thus driven and dragg d to, it cannot de+ 
ſerve the Character of a ——— or a 
reaſonable Service. ohib gos 

I may now proceed to obſerve, that a pro- 
per and becoming Submiſſion to the Will of 
God, may be underſtood by conſidering the 
Fou ndation, the We NN 7 tho Effects 
of it. 

1. The Foundation of it. This is a +firea Belief 
of God's Being, and ſuitable Apprehenſions of 
his Perfections, Laws; and Actions. One need 
not wonder, that ſuch as knew nothing of the 
Providence of God, and hardly believed his 
Exiſtence, ſhould be greatly perplexed-about 
the Events that befal Mankind,  and- utterly 
unable to arrive at a ſolid Contentment of 
Mind, in any Condition of Things. One ſces 
in this World a great Variety of States, in 
which its Inhabitants find themſelves ; and tho 
ſome are more deſirable than gthers, yet if 
we are any thing ſtrict in our Inquiry, we 
ſhall find that Thorns are planted in them all, 
and none of them are ſo eaſy and ſafe, as to 

leave no room for the Exerciſe of Patience ; 

or give no Occaſion for Grief or Complaint: 

The young and un ienced may poſſibly 

fancy, that ſome People's Condition is nothing 

but Proſperity and Sunſhine; but the elder 
and more experienced are of another Mind, 
and certainly know, that the happy Man, whom 
his Neighbours envy, as well as the unhappy 
one, 
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one, whom they pity, has his Cares and 


Croſſes, his Diſappointments and Vexations in 
this World. Now whence does this ariſe ? 
Can we chooſe for ourſelves, and carve out a 
Condition according to our own Defire ? or, 
may our Neighbour chgoſe for us, and appoint 
the State we ſhall either enjoy or endure, as 
he happens to be, either our Friend or Enemy? 
or, does Fortune preſide, and all Events run at 
random ? or, are all things alike, and is there, 
after all, no Difference m them, or none to 
be made by us; but Happineſs and Miſery, 
Proſperity and Adverſity, to be received with 
perfectly the fame Indifference, and Equali 

of Mind? From the Condition in whi 

the World appears to our View, and the evi- 


dent Conſtruction of human Nature, we are 


infallibly certain this is not the Caſe.— And if 
any Doubt or Perplexity remain, as to the 
Conditions of Men, or the Events of Things, 
we take our Refuge in the Word of God, 
and thence learn the Origin of Evil; trace 
our Miſery up to its Fountain, and ſee from 
whence the impure and bitter Streams pro- 
ceed. - vi tb 

God prefides in his own World ; he ap- 
points the different Lots and States of Men, 
and this Difference is ſo far from being an 
Error or Blemiſh, and is fo far from needing 
an Apology or Excuſe, that it is rather a 
Beauty in Providence, which diſcovers the 
Propriety of the Divine Conduct ; a greater 
Equality in' Conditions - than we — 

5 thin 
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think, and a more direct Tendency to the 
main end, which the Divine Wiſdom keeps 
perpetually in view. This is the true and 
firm Foundation ir Submiſſion to God, on 
which we may raiſe, our Superſtructure high 
and ſtrong, and which will afford us — 
tion in our Enquiries, and Shelter in all our 
Temptations, God that made the World is 
the wiſe Director of it, and the juſt and equal 
Diſpoſer of all Perſons and Events: His Power 
is abſolute and unlimited, his Will wiſe and 
ſteady, yy 1 _ apa juſt, exact and 
regular. He ſees the end from the beginning, 
and cannot poſſibly be miſtaken; he never 
ſeparates his own Glory from his Creatures 
good; ** te _ 22 not 
* Wax * 1 Diſoenſors 

the unchangeable Friend of all the wiſe and 
good; our Father, in Chrift, who believe 
and truſt in him, and who is inclined by Affec- 
tion, and en by Promiſe, in and by all 
Events, to perfect our Natures, and compleat 
2dly, The Properties of it. Such as, 
I. It is choſen and deliberate; proceeding 
from Enquiry and Knowledge, the Effect of 
hangs oo we; > Conviction, and the Act of 
an obedient Will, following the right Judg+ 
ment of the Underſtanding, -- If nap 
conſider the Divine Conduct, we ſhall be apt 
to cenſure it, and pronounce upon it in par- 
ticular Inſtances, raſhly and haſtily; and ſo we 
(hall if we don't Sonder it wiſely and tho- 
oi roughly ; 
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roughly; but if we do, we ſhall find that bis 
Ways are perfect, and his Works are Judgment; 
that he acts with Equity and Kindneſs towards 

all his Creatures, and with Love and Goodneſs, 
Wiſdom and ' Faithfulneſs, towards all his 
Children; and, therefore, they ought with 
Humility, Patience, and Reverence; to ſubmit 
to his Will in all things. 

2. Free and voluntary. Not that Chriſtians 
are to be put upon ſuppoſing that all Condi- 
tions are alike; or that Affliction is not irkſome 
and evil; to be ſure good People have like 
Senſations with others; it is an univerſal Prin- 
ciple, that * noChaſtening for the preſent, ſeem- 
eth joyous, but grievous; and the beſt and 
wiſeſt People, nd a ſenſible Difference be- 
tween the Cup of Affliction, and that of Sal- 
vation, and muſt be ſuppoſed to take the one 
with reliſh, the other with regret : But yet 
all agree, that it is wiſe and right, to chooſe a 
leſſer Evil, to avoid a greater, or obtain a 
greater good. Thus we take irkſome Medi- 
cines, and ſubmit to painful Operations for the 
preſerving a Limb, or the ſaving of Life; thus 
we take the Advice of a judicious Friend, or a 
faithful Parent, who are better Judges than 
ourſelves, what we ſhould do or ſuffer in ex- 
treme Caſes; ; and thus we ſubmit to the ſe- 
yerer Providences of a holy, wiſe, and good 
God; becauſe he has a wiſe end herein, and 
knows that this is beſt for us, all things con- 


* Heb, xii, 11. 


Bind. 
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ſidered. We bear the Pain, and feel the 
Smart of the Rod, but we know. the Hand 
that ſtrikes is wiſe and tender: He correcis us 
not for his own Pleaſure; but for our Profit, 
that we may be Partahkers of his Holineſs 
Some melancholy Events 11 us, but, it 
may be, they are only as a dark Shade to 
a beautiful Picture; or an irkſome Medicine 
to an inveterate Diſeaſe ; for which Reaſon, 
we ſhould approve the Divine Conduct to- 
wards us in all Inſtances, and put on the Or- 
naments of a mcek and quiet Spirit, which, in 
the Sight of God is of great Price, 1 Pet. 
WW. 4. | 
3. Abſolute and without Conditions. We 
are not to preſcribe, but ſubmit; for the ſame 
Reaſon that any Part of the Divine Conduct 
is wiſe and right, all of it is ſo. God does 
nothing in Providence, any more than in Na- 
ture, wrong, or in vain. The whole Scheme 
is regular and beautiful, and therefore ſhould 
not be broken or interrupted, for our ſakes. 
Particular Events are but a part of God's way, 
of which it is difficult for us to judge; we 
ſhould wait, therefore, till the whole appears 
together, and then we ſhall ſee all things well 
timed, and wiſely ſettled, and properly adjuſt- 
ed, ſo as to fully ſatisfy us in all the Wull 
of God. | | 
4. Entire and univerſal. It is equally our 
Duty in every Caſe, whatever the Event be, 
or whatever Circumſtances attend it, or who- 
ever happens to be intereſted in it, or _— 
Big C y 
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610) 
by it. Infinite Wiſdom, Power, Truth, and 
Love are to be truſted with all Events, and 
with all Conditions of Perſons and Things. 
The private Affairs of our Perſons and Fami- 
lies, our Friends and Neighbours, and the 
more publick ones of the Nation, World, or 
Church, are to be left with God; and an ab- 
ſolute, unconditional, unlimited, and entire 
Submiſſion paid to his Will. Exceptions, as 
they are unreaſonable, ſo they would be end- 
leſs; every Sufferer would be apt to think his 
Caſe a hard one, and pray that his Cup might 

ſs from him; we muſt, therefore, in no 
Caſe, take Government out of the Hands of 
God, nor refuſe Obedience in any Inſtance : 
So our Maſter *, in the moſt bitter Trial, and 
extreme Agony of Nature; we are told, he be- 
gan to be ſorrowful, and very heavy ; he was 
preſs d with a grievous Weight of Affliction, 
and fell into a great Agony of Sorrow, Then 


faith he unto them, my Soul is exceeding ſorrow- 
ful, even unto Death: As an Evidence of 


which, be went forward and fell on his Face. 
Proſtration was the Poſture which moſt of all 
diſcover'd his Anxiety and Diſtreſs : And pray- 
ed, ſaying, O my Father, if it be poſſible, let 
this Cup paſs from me, nevertheleſs, not as I 
will, but as thou wilt: g. d. J am ſo near be- 
ing overwhelmed with the Extremity of Suf- 
fering I endure and apprehend, that could my 


- Father's Glory, and my People's Salvation be 


Matt. xxvi. 37, 38, 39 42. 
well. 


* ( 1x ) 
well promoted and, ſecured any other way, 
wiſh This Seaſon of Sorrow ſhorten d, and thi 
Cap of Aſtoniſhment removed; but the Will of 
God be done. Again he went away the ſecond 
time and prayed, and ſpake the ſame Woras, 
ſaying, O my Father, if this Cup may not paſs 
from me except I drink it, thy will be done 
his Suffering continued ſo did his Ardor and 
Submiſſion, how pa inful and terrifying ſoever 
to Fleſh and Blood : Now it his Cup might 
not paſs, to be ſure, not ours; We have little 
Reaſon to be excuſed, when he was not; if 
his Submiſſion was entire and univerſal, the 
more ours is ſo, it will look the more like 
Conformity to our Pattern; be a better Evi- 
dence of the Chriſtian Temper, and look the 
more like the Work of God in our Souls. 
3. The Effects of it, Regular Submiſſion 
to the Will of God, ſets a Chriſtian 3 in a Fa 
Light, and makes him appear to great Ad- 
vantage; eſpecially, if his Trial be any thing 
remarkable, or his State be changed an a ſud- 
den, or the Change be attended with tender 
and affecting Circumſtances. That Chriſtians 
are of different Tempers and Attainments, 
and that they meet with different Trials in the 
Courſe of Life, is apparent; and this is fo 
well known to almighty God, that I make no 
Doubt, but leſſer Degrees of Patience and 
Submiſſion i in ſome of them, is in his Judg- 
ment, more virtuous and religious than higher 
eorees are in others; the Meaſure being ac- 


cording to the Difficulty, Oppoſition, and 
E 2 Degree 
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_ Degree of Reſiſtance ; but as all Submiſſion .. 
"a in his Children is pleaſing to him, as their 
i Feather, a Credit to their Profeſſion, and a 


| Comfort to their Souls; ſo that is moſt of all 
1 | ſo, that is attended with the greateſt Difficulty, 
Whit and produces the beſt Effects. It is not pre- 
1148 tended, that Chriſtian Sufferers ſhould not. 
| iy I: complain and groan ; God does not expect we 
| 1 ſhould be inſenſible of his Rebukes ; there are 
I! ©; Afflictions which are hardly to be endured, 
without heavy Sighs and Floods of Tears: 
When a ſtrong Stream runs againſt us; when 
Providence ſets us in a ſcorching Sun, or in a 
1 blaſting Wind; when God removes the De- 
| fire of our Eyes with a ſudden Stroke, unex- 
| pectedly changes our Countenance or Condi- 
tion; makes others the Objects of Envy, us 
of Contempt ; and puts a ſudden ſenſible Dif- 
ference between us and our Neighbours, who 
have neither done better, nor deſerved - more 
than we, Zhen is the Trial, and hen the At- 
tainment; and if the Effect be Humility and 
Meekneſs, Moderation and Submiſſion to God, 
lively Faith in his Wiſdom, Juſtice and Good- 
neſs, turning in upon ourſelves for Examina- 
tion of pur own Hearts, and lifting up even 
| weeping Eyes to Heaven, in dutiful and peni- 
tent Supplication and Prayer; this will thew 
the Power and Spirit of true Religion; do great 
Honour to God and Chriſt, to our Principles 
| and Profeſſion, to the Divine Spirit, and to 
1 our own Souls. But if, on the contrary, our 
1 Afflictions ſwell orr Spirits; and make them 
{ | boiſterous 
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| boiſterousand ſtormy; or vex them; and make 
them envious and repining; or fink them iu- 
to Grief and Deſpair; in a Word, if the Ef- 
fect be loud Exclamation, reſtleſs Inquietude, 
impatient Murmuring, ſullen Diſcontent, r 
vexatious Fretfulneſs, it will argue àa wrong 
Temper of Mind, ſet us in an ill Light, — 
turn to our great Reproach and Diſhonour. 


II. The Reaſon of this Duty may appear, 

1/, From God's Perfections. He is all- 
mighty, Power belongs to him neceſſarily and 
inſeperably; nor has any one Power to oppoſe, 
or Right to diſpute his Will. He is the only 
wiſe God, who is infallible, and incapable of 
Error; moſt juſt, and will not do what is 
cruel, arbitrary, or unequal; infinitely Ae 
delighting in Mercy, and infinitely faithful to 
his Word and Promiſe. He is both * 4 great 
God, and of great Power, whoſe Underſtanding 
is infinite, and a + God of Truth and without 
Iniquity, juſt andright is he. So then, unleſs 
there were ſome great Perfection — in 
God; or till his Power degenerate into Ty- 
ranny ; his Wiſdom into Craft; his Juſtice in- 
to Cruelty ; his Faithfulneſs into Treachery ; 
or his Truth into Deceit, he ſhould always 
command and we obey; he appoint and we 
ſubmit ; he order and diſpoſe Events, and we 
acquieſce in them. e 


- Pſalm cxlvii. 5. ＋ Deut. xxxii. 4. 
2dly, 


(14 ) 
2dly, His Providence, If one Creature or- 
dered the States of the reſt, there would be 
no end of murmuring : If we had the order- 
ing of our on Affairs, we ſhould be always 
changing, and never ſatisfy'd ; If a capricious 
Chance preſided, every Scene of human Af. 
fairs would be dark and confuſed, and every 
Paſſion of human Nature perpetually alarmed: 
But ſuppoſe Government in the Hands of God, 
adminiſtred wiſely, equally, and univerſally ; 
and we have but one point to carry with our- 
felves, 7.e, Submiſſion ; and to make this 
caly, we have it to ſay, God has a Right to 
ern; he beſt knows how to do it; no one 
elſe has any ſuch Right, or Power; his Ca- 
pacity and Care prevents all Miſtakes in his 
Conduct; where it appears dark or intricate, 
it is Appearance only, it.is a Scheme of T hings 
I wiſe and regular; while, therefore, 
in croſs Events. the Infidel is red with Anger, 


or pale with Envy, or rack'd with Anxiety, 


or fluttering with Fear; the Believer may be 
calm and eaſy, ſaying, the Lord is righteous in 
all his Ways, and holy in all his Works. Be- 


ſides that Providence which ſuperintends all 


things in general, directs every thing which 
concerns good People, with a ſpecial and di- 
ſtinguiſhing Authority and Wiſdom ; fo that 
it is a certain Truth, that * 4 good Man's 
Steps are ordered by the Lord, his + Eye is 


upon the _—— in a way of Guidance, 


＋ Plalm xxxiv. 15. 


* Plalm xxxvii. 23, 
Appro- 
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Apptobation, and Defence: 4 "All the Paths 
of the Lord are Mercy and Truth; to pl fi 75 
all things are for 2 5 ſakes, and work i 
for. their good. Whatever they enjo 455 
dure, poſſeſs or want, ſuffer or fear, Provis 
dence intereſts itſelf in the Event, and is the- 
firſt and principal Mover, whatever ſecond 
Cauſes concur to effect it: Now what Con- 
fideration can ſweeten their Enjoyments, mi- 
tigate their Wants, raiſe and ſoften their Spirits, 

and ſtifle and keep down all murmuring and 
complaint, ſo effectually as this? 

3a, It is the Will of our Father. Wiſdom 
and Tenderneſs are always fuppoſed in this Re- 
lation; but here both theſe ate 18 
and infinite. His Love ſecures us 

thing hard, as well as unjuſt: He will wo 
nothing, but what he will help us to do, and 
demand nothing, but what — will enable us 


to bear. Conſider Chriſtians, the Cup ut in 


to your hands is given by your, faithful. and 
affectionate Father; it is no other, nay, it is 
infinitely ſhort of What he gave to his innocent 
and unoffending Son ; it is not your hard Fate, 
but your own Sin has fill d it with Worw⸗ 
wood and Gall: It might have been much 
more large, and deep, and bitter than it i5* 
He has now, for Chriſt's fake, put his Bleff] 
into it, to ſanctify and ſweeten it. If it ſhou 
be irkſome, it won't be deadly: It is not the 


Cup of Fury and Aſtoniſhment; that will be 


I Pſalm xxv. 10. 


— AreSGs ne 
' . 
* 
5 — 


given 
- 


33 
—— 


— — — 
— un 


d _ _— — 2 222 * EY 
* x . UUU UP— B — x A EOS —̃ VLA AG rr << — 
"=>. — = —— 
& 0 — * 
* — — 
o — 
— 


( 16 ) _ 


given to People of another Character; take it 
and drink it then, and do it with Readineſs and 
Spirit; let not your Heart. fink, nor your 
Hand tremble, as your Day is, ſuch will be 
your Strength, and therefore, Jet not the Spirit 


Fail before him, nor the Soul that be has made. 


_ 4tbly, It is abſolutely neceflary. We drink 
the Cup of Affliction, - in Compliance with the 
Appointment of God, and in Conformity to 
the Example of Chriſt. We ſubmit herein to 
our Father's Will; we fill up our Meaſure of 
the Sufferings of our Maſter. All good People 
have been tried in like manner, and many, per- 
haps, to a greater Degree. Things muſt be 
with us, as God appoints. Whether we will 
take and drink the Cup of Affliction or no, is 
not to be diſputed, or debated by us. If we 
ſubmit not willingly, we ſhall be made to do 
it by conſtraint. Our Reluctancy may increaſe 
our Trial, and diſorder our Minds, but it will 
make no Change in the Supreme Will. God 
won't be call'd to the Bar of his Creatures, 
or have it imagined, that we are wiſer or 
ſtronger than he: We have no more Right 
to diſpute, than we have Power to oppoſe 
his Will: You know what contending with 
God coſt the Parents of our Race, and ſome 
of the Angels of Heaven; the one loſt their 
Paradiſe, 2 other their Manſions of Glory; 
and, therefore, one would hope there ſhould 
be no more Conteſt, after ſuch a Cataſtro- 
phy, ſuch a dark and woful Scene of Grief 
and Miſery. | 


Lafth, 
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' Laſtly, We may however, do this with 
Advantage ; we may make a Virtue of this' 
Neceſſity; ſo did our Lord and Maſter, and it 
would be our Wiſdom, Intereſt, and Honour 
to do likewiſe, That he fo readily ſubmitted; 


and ſo entirely acquieſced in the Will of his 


Father, was honourable Obedience, and the 
oreat Ornament and Glory of his Character; 3 
and if, inſtead of Reluctancy and Murmuring 
we reign and ſubmit, bring our Wills to God's, 
become humble, meek, and teachable, fall 
before him, and let him ſee us in the Poſture 
of Supplication and Obedience: This will 
pleaſe God and ſecure his Favour; will glo- 
rify Chriſt our Lord and Pattern; be a Credit 
to our Profeſſion, a Pleaſure to our Friends, 
an Anſwer and Challenge to our Enemies, 
and a great Comfort to our Souls. Whereas 
all ſtruggling and contending with the Will 
and Appointments of our heavenly Father; as 
they are manifeſtly unwiſe and unjuſt ; ſo they 
will certainly be unſucceſsful. 


Application. 


. Firſt, We may ſee here the Excellency of 
our Religion, and of our Maſter. 'Our Rule 
is perfect, and ſo is our Pattern. The moſt 
— 2 and important Points of Duty are 
taught us by the Divine Word, founded on 
the nobleſt Principles, urged by the ſtrongeſt 
Motives, recommended by a perfect Example, 
and enforced by the 12 glorious 115 
| * 


618) 


This ſerious and weighty Argument of Reſig- 

nation and Submiſſion to God, which tends ſo 
much to quiet Mens Minds, ſilence their 
Complaints, and ſatisfy them with their pre- 
ſent Condition; this ſure way to Contentment 
and Happineſs, which the wiſeſt Heathens 


ſougit in vain, and which the beſt of them 
could not obtain; ; not ſo much, indeed, for 
want of Will, as Power; not for want of 
Pains, but Means; not for want of Diligence 
and Application, but for want of Light, to 
point out to them proper Principles, Motives, 
Rules, and Examples. This, I fay, is clearly 
ſet before us in the Word of God, and recom- 
mended. with. great Advantage by the perfect 
Example of Chriſt —So revealed and recom- 
mended, as that if we attain it not, it is not 
on our part, for want of Power but Will; 
not for want of Means of Help, but Pains and 
Care to uſe them; not for want of Aſſiſtance 
and Encouragement, but Application and di- 
ligent Endeavour; for why ſhould not Divine 
Principles, which are ſuppoſed to be planted 
in the Minds of all Chriſtians, operate accord- 
ingly, and produce their proper Effects? 
Secondly, We may ſee from hence, what 
we have reaſon to expect from God, and he 
from us in this World. We have reaſon to 
expect the Cup of Affliction: He that we take 
it patiently, and neither rudely puſh it from 
us, nor receive it with diſcontent. Since this 
Cup is continually paſſing round, why ſhould 


it not come to us in our turn? It i is no Won- 
2 der 


.> 
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der if Sinners endure Sickneſs, Pains, arid 
Death; as we are not Exceptions in the one 
Caſe, we are not like to be ſo in the other: 
Bleſſed be God, it is not the Cup of Aſtoniſh- 
ment, mix'd up with fiery Ingredients, fore d 
down by the hand of Sin-avenging Wrath; 
and procuring Pains intolerable and eternal. 
The Mercy of God, and the Sufferings of 
Chriſt have bleſſed and ſweetened our Cup, 
and any conſiderable Degree of Reſignation 
will now make it hardly unpleaſant; but, to 
be ſure, not at all unprofitable, Therefore, - 
Thirdly, We may fee from hence, the Sin 
and Danger of contending with God, and the 
great Impropriety of all Murmuring and Im- 
patience in any Condition. Any Cup God 
puts into our Hands in the Courſe of Lite, 
and that, at length, which will finiſh it, and 
after which we muſt bow down our Head and 
yield up the Ghoſt, ſhould be taken and drank 
without Impatience and Diſcontent. Any De- 
gree of this is unſeemly and dangerous; as it 
reflects on the Wiſdom, Love, and Goodneſs 
of God, is a Charge upon him of Unkindneſs 
or Injury, and intimates, that we think our- 
ſelves not well uſed, and that our heavenly 
Father has done leſs for us, or worſe by us, 
than he ſhould have done.——lt is likewiſe 
diſhonourable to our Chriftian Profeſſion, This 
teaches us Patience and Refignation, and any 
conſiderable Want of this will ſet us in an if 
Light, and make our Religion appear to great 
Diſadvantage, The ignorant, hypocritical, 
Ys D 2 and 
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and wicked, may be pecviſh and diſcontented, 
but all ſerious Chriſtians ſhould be much and 

exemplarily refigned ; * adorning the Doctrine 
of God their Saviour in all things; and F walk- 
ing worthy, of the Lord unto. all pleaf ng. It is 
alſo a great Diſturbance to the. Mind; it ruf- 
fles and diſcompoſes it; it heats and darkens 
it; it frets and ſours its it unfits it for Ser- 
vice, and deſtroys its Peace; makes it neither 
eaſy nor uſeful; but like an impure Spring, or 
a troubled Sea, which caſts forth Mire ond Dirt. 
Nor are other People quite eaſy with us in this 
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| Caſe : : This Temper makes People ill Neigh- 
1 | bours ; their Countenances become unpleaſant, 
14 | their Words raſh, if not bitter, and their Beha- 


\\ viour indecent, if not inſolent; which is very 
þ grieyous and diſquieting to thoſe about them — 
And at laſt it makes no Change in our State, 

but for the worſe ; if it would mend the Matter, 

it were ſomething ; but it does quite otherwiſe, 

it makes bad worſe, All Diſcontent with our 
State, whether it is manifeſted by Looks or 
Language, by pride of Countenance or Beha- 
viour, is unſeemly, and highly diſpleaſing to 
God. There 1s no Reaſon that the Rocks 
ſhould be removed for us, or that he ſhould 
go out of his way, or alter his Purpoſes for 
our Humour ; then only can it be well with 
us therefore, when we are duly ſenſible of 
this great Error in Conduct, determine to be- 
come and continue humble and dutiful, and 
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readily. lend an obedient Ear to that * 
ſome Advice, be till, and know that T7 _ 
God. 
 Laſth, Letus learn Obedience, the things 
that. £4 fuffer. Affliction is een a 
thing amongſt us, that hardly any need to 
be told, they will meet with it in ſome 
Shape or other, and be frequently exerciſed 
with it in foine Inftance or other. in this 
World; and however they may wiſh to eſ- 
cape Diſappointments and Trials, or to keep 
1 their Friends and Enjoyments as long. as they 
can, yet the wiſe and good always 
Atffliction, and hope ang pray, that by the 
Sadneſs of their Countenances on all-ſuch Oc- 
caſions, their Hearts may be made better; 
Let us then neither except to any part of the di- 
vine Will concerning us, nor repine at it; let 
us thank God that Affliction is uſeful in ma- 
ny Caſes, needful in ſome, and may be im- 
roved in all to conſiderable Advantage; that 
£ always puniſhes us far leſs than our Iniquiz 
ties deſerve, and never for his own Pleaſure, 
but for our Profit ; that the Hand which 
ſtrikes will do it with a Father's Care and 
Gentleneſs, and that which ſupports is an 
everlaſting Arm ; that ſeeing we are often 
miſtaken in paſſing a Judgment of things. that 
befal us; then, ever we ſhould be glad to re- 
ceive our Orders from him, and diſcipline 
| every Paſſion into Obedience; that the Con- 
Salons of God's Word and Covenant, are 
more than equal to all the Trials of Life; ; 


and 


( 22 
and ſuch Aſſiſtance may be drawn down from 
Heaven by Faith and Prayer, as will be ſuffi- 
cient to render them comparatively eaſy; and 

to finith all; Theje light Aſlictians which are but 
or à Moment, do work out for us a far more 
exceeding and eternal Weight of Glory *. The 
Sufferings | of this ' preſent Time, are not 
wwarthy to be compared with the Glory that 
be revealed in us +. Well endured Trials 
will be follow'd with a ſhining and unfading 
Crown; and this Crown, I doubt not, the de- 
panted Spirit of good Mr. Newman now wears. 
He is entered into that World where he knows, 
poſſeſſes, and enjoys, what we can neither ex- 
, Nor conceive; and having done the Du- 

ties of Life with Diligence and Faithfulneſs, 
and endured the Trials of it with Conſtancy 
and Calmneſs, is received to the Mercy of 
God in Chriſt, and is entered into his 4 
and Maſter's Foy. 
You may reaſonably expect from me a 
particular Account of this faithful Miniſter on 
this Occaſion ; but I readily acknowledge, it is 
not in my power to do Juſtice to his Memo- 
ry: It would perhaps hardly become the Dig- 
nity of this Pulpit, which he ſo well main- 
tained for above forty Years together, to tell 
you, that my Heart is too full of Grief to 
proceed as I ought in this Service; and the 
more, as it revives the Remembrance of my 
appearing here at his Deſire, ſome Years ago 


® 2 Cor. iy. 17. + Rom. iii. 18, 
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on the melanchely Occaſion of My Son's 
Death, who aſſiſted: him with. great A 
tance, and in whoſe Hands he hoped 
Chrift, the chief Shepherd, to have me — 
Cure of your Ba o tell you now that your 
will hear the Voice of neither of theſe- your. 
Miniſters any more, is to be forced to give Bur 
as well as myſelf, Sorrow upon Sorrow: 
tbe. Cup our Father gives us ſhall we. not drink. 
it? We muſt; we ought ; our Ln did fo, 
and expects us. to follow bi Exc 

Wo know, it ſeems, but very Rade of Mr. 
Newman's earl Life, more than that he was, 
born in Oxfordſbire, was à Scholar of old Mr. 
Chapman, and the great Companion of his 
Son, the late Reverend My. Chapman ef Beth- 
nal-Green. He was a very pious Youth; . and 
diſcovered. an early and deep Senſe of God 


and Religion, not only by a grave De nt! 


and ſecret Prayer; but getting his School-fel- 
lows to him in their Leiſure Hours, and pray» 
ing with them, and catechiſing and inſtructing} 
them in the Principles of Religion, By what 


appeared afterwards, one may venture ta pre- 


ſume that he was foon remarkable for a 


Underſtanding, and a great Memory; w eh 


with his Diligence 4 Seriouſneſs, and his- 
own Inclination to that Service, enc 


his Friends to ſend him to Mr. Moadbosſe, 


who prepared him for the Work of the Mini- 
ſtry amongſt Proteſtant Difeaters, 

He came up to London about nineteen Vears 
of Age, and was a little while with Mr, Fo/eph 


Reaat, 


Aa 
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na where he was ſoon taken Notice off as' 
a very promiſing young Miniſter ; and as I find 
that Mr. Richard Mayo died in 1695, and was 
ſucceeded in this Place by Mr. Nat aniel Ta ay- 
for; I conclude that Mr. Newman was about 
that Time choſen to be his Affiſtant. He was 
an entire Stranger to the Congregation, intro- 
duced, if I miſtake not, by Alderman Dolins, 
preach'd with general Approbation, and was 
quickly choſen with little or no Oppoſition. 
On the 2oth of October 1697, he was or- 
dained ; and very chearfully and deyoutly gave 
up himſelf to the Service of God as 4 Chriſti- 
an Miniſter, Mr. Newman was known to be 
well fkill'd in polemical Divinity, and could 
ſmartly diſpute ſome Points which were more 
ſpeculative than important; but I think it 
much mote to the Purpoſe to obſerve, that 
he kept this out of the Pulpit, and was always 
an excellent, judicious, practical Preacher; his 
Sermons were well compos'd and digeſted, ſub- 
ſtantial and full of Matter; and ſo well adapted 
to inſtruct, eſtabliſh, and comfort his Hearers, 
that if they were not judicious, as well as ſe⸗ 
rious Chriſtians, to be ſure it was not their 
Miniſter's Fault but their own. The Things re- 
vealed unto us by the Spirit, yea the deep Things 
of God, were the . Subject of bs 
Preaching, which Things alſo ke ſpale; not in 
the Words which Man's Wiſdom teacheth, but” 
which the Holy Ghoſt teacheth, comparing Spi- 
ritual Things vit Spiritual * nor did * | 
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Hypoeriſy, and root ont all ſecret and allowed 
Sin: He renbunced the" hidden things of 7 Bi 
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only inſtru the Mind, 32 inform the J. 2 
ment, but he had a Way of coming at 
Conſcience, and ſearching to the very Bottom 


of the Heart, to diſcover and expoſe rei 


Ws 


not walking” in Cra *. * handling 

ee of God 1 dereith ul by Manife 1 
of the Butt, e himſelf" to ebe 

prod Conſcience in the Sigbt of God * 


75 


At his firſt Appearance in this Pulp it he Was 


a very popular Preacher, and for AN Years | 
together, delivered long and laboured Sermons 
to a ctowded Audience, without any Notes to 
aſfiſt his Memory; and was followed, in all 
Places whete he appeared, as one of the moſt 
celebrated Preachers about the Town. And 
when his Popularity declined, ſo did not he; 


he loſt that, 5e he loſt nothin gelſe; but 


a 


—— bettet Sermons when he had fewer 
ers * 


continuing to labour with Zeal and 


Conſtancy, as a wiſe Maſter Builder in the 


Church of God, a Workman that needed not 
to be aſhamed, rightly dividing - the Word of 


Truth +. 
After the Death of Mr. Taylor, this Con- 
gregation choſe Mr. Tong 15 their Paſtor; 


who had a great Opinion of Mr. Newman, 
always heard him with great Attention and 


8⁰ u, and from: a high Eſteem of bis 
reit Worth, and 4 juft Reægard to his long and 


* 2 Cor. i. +3 Hi: rg. | 
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diligent Service, propoſed it to the Church to 
join Mr. Newman with him in the Paſtoral; 
Office, and eaſily obtained his Requeſt, And 
after what manner he was with you during 
the Life, and ſince the Death of his Reverend 
Colleague and dear Friend, ſerving the Lord 
with all Humility of Mind, and keeping back 
y nothing that was profitable unto you ; but ſhew-- 
11 ed you, and taught you publickly, and from 
þ Houſe to Houſe, ee Repentance toward: 
God, and Faith towards our Lord Jeſus Cbriſt “; 
God, and you, and his own Conſcience were 
Witneſſes, What Miniſter before him ever 
continued longer, if any ſo long in the ſame | 
Place in this City? And what Miniſter appear- 
ed with greater Credit and Comfort amongſt : 
his People for five and forty Years together? 
Who was more reſpected while living, or is 
more lamented now he is dead? This was 
owing, not to his ſuperior Learning, or polite. 
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Addreſs; but to his Integrity and Diligence, 
4 his Zeal for God, and Love to Souls; his pru- 
[| N dent Behaviour, and peaceable Spirit; his 
| watching for your Souls; his frequent Viſits. - 
[ ö l when you were either ſick or ſad ; and his ten- 
| i f der Sympathy, and moſt affectionate Concern 
"JI for you all under any Affliction. And, really, - 
1 1 this was a great Excellency in this good Man; 
1 he not only fed his Flock with wholeſome 
1 Food, Holding forth the Word of Life, that be 
| þ | might rejoice in the Day of Chrift, that he bad 
Ut | Adds xx. 18, 19, 20, 21. 
+ 4 mY | 
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not run in vain, and laboured in vain ; but he 
was often at your Houſes, and by the Side of 


d + your ſick Beds, giving wiſe Advice, and pray- 
g ing with you on ſuch Occaſions; which Ser- 
d vice, I myſelf remember with Pleaſure. and 
-d Gratitude, in a dangerous Illneſs, he perform'd 
+ for me with remarkable Seriouſneſs and Aﬀec- 


tion, and with peculiar and diſtinguiſhing Pro- 
priety and Enlargement. He was not without 
Fears, Temptations, and Hours of Darkneſs ; 
but in the midſt of them, a regular and emi- | 
nent Chriſtian, who had treaſured up a Aube 
Stock of Wiſdom and Experience, which he 
liberally dealt out to his Friends upon all pro- 
per Occaſions, | : 
His own Behaviour under Affliction was de- 
cent and exemplary. Some of you remember 
him exerciſed with ſevere and heavy Trials; 
but the Pain and Smart of them did not drive 
him to any intemperate Complaint ; you re- 
member how he acted on thoſe Occaſions ; 
his Heart did not fret nor fink, he neither 
deſpiſed the Chaſtening of the Lord, nor fainted 
under it; but he took the bitter Cup at the 
hands of his heavenly Father, and drank it 
without impatient Murmuring; he kept the 
Poſſeſſion of himſelf, and preſerved the great- 
' eſt Reverence for God, under the more and 
the leſs common Rebukes of Providence. He 
thought, a living Man ſhould not complain for 
the Puniſhment of Sin; but patiently bear the 
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ndignation of the Lord; ſaying, . uaked came 
25 of my 1 other's Womb, * naked muſt. I 
return thither ; the Lord giveth, and the Lord 
2 away, yet bleſſed be the Name of tbr 
He carefully obſerved, and greatly lamented 
the Infidelity and Wickedneſs of the preſent 
Age, afd had many Fears for the riſing Ge- 
neratiah, under an Apprehenſion, that a Storm 
of Divine Diſpleaſure might be gathering about 
this Nation on this Account; you had ſome 
of his Thoughts about this in his laſt Sermon 
at this Place ; and by many Sermons, for ma+ 
ny Years paſt, you £m his Mind concerning 
the Truth and Importance of the peculiar, 
and diſtinguiſhing Doctrines of our Religion; 
and the Grief of his Heart, that the Goſpel of 
the Grace of God was ſo much depretiated and 
deſpiſed; But he confidered himſelf in his 
Station as ſet for the Defence of it; and, how- 
ever others acted, I think, verily, I may ven- 
ture, as it were, to preſent Mr. Newman be- 
ore-you on this Occaſion, taking leave of you 
in thoſe inſtructive, ſignificant, and awakening 
Words of the Apoſtle; And I, Brethren, when 
T came to you, came not with Excellency 9 
Speech, or of Wiſdom, declaring unto you the 
whole Counſel of God; for I determine not to 
know any thing among you, ſave Feſus Chriſt, 
and him crucified. And I was with you in 
Weakneſs, and in Fear, and in much Trembling z 
and my Speech, and my Preaching, was not 
with enticing Words of Man's Wiſdom, but in 
| 3H Demon- 
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; toll, who-bleſs God they ever had ſuch a Fa- 


to them ſo long; and will remember, no doubt, 
not only bis Tenderneſs and Affection 


Ne ed according to the Integrity 


(29) 

Fart not init W 
e bo in the Power'of God s. . 
Wen Parent be ns his Men dg 


ther, and that he was pleaſed to continue him 


to them, 
| but his Prayers, Advices, and Example, walk. 
ing in the Truth, and ring ue rel each. 
other in Prudence, Religion, and Love. 
What a Paſtor he was you know, whom 
of tis Heart, 
and guided with the Skilfulneſs of tis Hundt . 
Taking heed unto bimfelf and to all che Flock, 


over which the Haly _— hath made' him an 


Overſeer, to feed the Church 
purchaſed with his own iam per- 
ſuaded, he could take you to record, that be 
was pure from the Blood of all An; and fhun- 
ned not ts declare unto you the whole Counſel = 
God : He took care 9 fo Ifl bis 122 Bom 
though be had Ines and Cam 

and not a few wakeful and painful — yet 
his Heart was in his Work, and 1 was of 
fathful in Bufineſs, but fer vent in Spirit, ſer v 
ing the Lord. And n If} 
as well as his Doctrine; he was an Example of 


Gad, which he 


what he preached, that and his Life were a 
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a Piece; w ſee in him, as well as heard from 


him, the Power and Spirit of vital Religion: 
He could. have) {aid to ydu his People, and to 


us his Brethren, thoſe Things which- ye 'have 


both learned, and received; and heard, and. ſeen 
in me, do#. There are Preachers of Salvation 
who yet miſs of it; Chriſtian Miniſters who 
are not theinſelves ſincere in Religion; they 
ſhew others the way to Heaven, but do not 

t thither themſelves ; which is an awful and 

dful Thought; but he ran ſo as to obtain; 
was diligent and faithful to the Death; und 
though he was often chearful in Converſation 
with his F riends, and ſometimes very ſmart 
and lively; yet he was careful not to trangreſs 
the Rules b Wiſdom and Religion. 

And nom, T know, ' that ye all among e 
be bas gone, preaching. the Kingdom of God, 
all ſee his Face no more. A levere Diſeaſe 
ſeized him with great Violence, and carried 
him off in a few Days. He was one Lord's 
Day in the Pulpit, the next in Paradiſe ;* one 
Lord's Day labouring, the next rewarded ; 
one Sabbath praying and preaching on Earth, 
the next praiſing and triumphing in Heaven : 
So remarkably did God anſwer that Petition he 
frequently preſented, (viz.) that our Uſeful- 
neſs might be of equal Duration with our Lifes. 
He faid little during his ſhort Illneſs, and took 
no Leave of his Friends or Family ; this muſt 


* Phil, iv. 9. 
be, 


Cauſe he would not 
withdraw ithout any 


atcad before many o 


((K) 
appre handed his Dunger, be- 

grieve tham and choſe tor. 
die, an dag Feber out cr e Wege 
gave him an eaſy: ge out oft y 
nd Kopp d hie Breath Wthout 2 Groam: He 
as hot exerciſed With tedicus\Gaifinemiaty \ 


raſting. Sickneſs; or his Fr Fdin gabut wWasd 
F Ä ſo much as 


heard that he wasd fick; 
publickly to pray for be — : An 
what is much better, he died while he was 


greatly eſteemed and loved, and when he * 
be much miſſed and lamented ; in full 


be, if-heoreally 


W tation and Uſefulneſs; chargeable with no un- 


ſeemly Carriage, or making any indecent ſtir 
in the World ; as unblameable and unblemiſh- 
ed as moſt, or any Miniſter, or Man whatever. 
And now he is gone the way of all the Earth, 
buried in Silence, and covered with the Clods 
of the Valley; the Opportunity of profiting 
by his inſtructive Sermons, is now over : 
who would not hear him before, cannot now: 
He. will appear amongſt us no more, to be 
either encouraged, or diſcouraged in his Lord 
and Maſter's Work. K. let him not be for- 
tten; tho' dead he yet ſpeaks to his 
Children—Be ye Followers of God“; I be- 
ſeech and charge you all, as dear Children, 
and Followers of them who thro' Faith and Pa- 
tience do now inherit the Promiſes 4. — To his 


* Eph. v. 1. 


$ Heb. vi. 12. 
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| | The Sultance of what was delivered 


at | the . Interment of the Rev. Mr, 
Newman, July 31, 1741; with 
the Addition of ſome Particulars 
which there was not time then to 
introduce. 


8 we advance from one Stage to _ 
ther in the Journey of Life, 
grow {till more familiarly — — 

ed with its various Afflictions. 
And this is the Conſtitution of a wiſe and 
gracious Gop, who is thus training us up for 
that World, where we ſhall be above the 
need of Sorrow, and ſo for ever above the 
Reach of it. In the mean time, our heaven- 
ly Father doth not /cave us comfortleſs ; and 
bleſſed be his Name, hrs Conſolations are not 


ſmall. On the contrary, they are moſt im- 


portant, as well as various, and ſo accommo- 
dated, both to the Weight, and to the Variety 
of our Diſtreſſes. 

We are now an Aſſembly of Mourners; 
gathered together around the Grave of a very 
worthy and excellent Perſon. Some of us have 
loſt one of the moſt affectionate of all Parents 
others a wiſe, watchful, and diligent Paſtor; 
and all that knew. him to any Degree of 
F Intimacy, 
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( 34 ) 


Intimacy, ſo faithful, and ſo tender a Friend, that 


we muſt be ſtrangely happy, if we find a great 
many like him, in this imperfect impoveriſh'd 


World. But there are Comforts in the Word 


of Gop, ſuited exactly to ſuch a Caſe as this, 
and expreſsly deſigned to teach us, that we 
ſhould not ſorrom as thoſe who have no Hope, 
for the Removal of ſuch as like him feep in 
Jeſus. Gop would have us cheared in ſuch 
a touching Circumſtance; and that the Comfort 
may be adminiſtered in the moſt proper and 
effectual manner, he puts Words into our 
Mouth upon ſuch an Occaſion, that we may 
not be at a Loſs, even when our own are ſwal- 
lowed up: Many Words, which haye been 
thro' ſucceeding Ages, ever fince they were 
written, the Joy of dying and ſurviving Chriſtians, 
in whatever Circumſtances they might die or 
ſurvive. And theſe Conſolations are, indeed, 
like ſome kinds of rich Perfume, which re- 
tain their Fragrancy from one Age to another : 
But with this glorious Difference, that where- 
as thoſe cordial Productions of Nature gradual- 
ly loſe their Sweetneſs, tho' by flow Degrees, 
theſe Conſolations rather grow more and more 
powerful, as the great Objects of that Hope 
which they adminiſter come nearer and nearer 
to us. 

Attend to them therefore with Faith, and 
you muſt ſurely, if you are indeed Chriſtians, 
attend with Pleaſure. Let the moſt pained 
Heart, tho' contracted with the moſt diſtin- 
guiſhed Share of Sorrow on this mournful Oc- 

| ? caſion, 
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(35) 
calion, open itſelf to theſe Comforts; and let 
the dejected weeping overflowing Eye, be raif- 
ed to meet ſo glorious a Proſpect. For I ſay 
and teſtify to you by the Word of the Lord, as 
ſpoken to us by that illuſtrious Apoſtle St. Paul, 


T that the -_ Dead are not periſbed; but that 


if we believe that Feſus died and roſe again, 
we have all imaginable Reaſon to depend up- 


on it, that ſuch as feep in Feſus Gop will 


bring with him: For the Lord Jeſus. Chrift 
himſelf ſhall deſcend from Heaven with à Shout, 
with the Voice of the Arch- Angel, and with 
the Trump of God; and the Dead in Chrift 
ſhall riſe firſt : Then we alſo, i. e. thoſe of us Chri- 
ſtians, who in our different Generations are all 
but one Body, who remain alive, ſpall be caught 
up together with them, to meet the Lord in the Air; 
and ſo ſhall we ever be with the Lord. Where. 

fore, comfort ye one another with theſe Words., 
Lift up your Heads, oh! ye mourning Chri- 
ſtians, to ſurvey more diſtinctly this delightful 
Proſpect. Lift them up with Joy, for your 
Redemption, and that of your now lamented 

Friends, moſt aſſuredly draweth nigh, 4 
The Grave is continually multiplying its 
Triumphs; and with how many of its affecting 
Trophies are we here ſurrounded! we die by 
the righteous Sentence of Gop againſt Sin, 
againſt the firſt Sin of the common Founder 

of our Race: But as by Man came Death, 6 
Man comes alſo the Reſurrection of the Dead; 
and as we are bearing the Image of the earthly 
0 Of An. 


* 7 
(36) 
Adam, and ſhall ere long like him return to our 
Duſt, we ſhall alſo bear the Image of the heavenly, 
It does not ſurely ſeem an incredible Thin 
to any of us, that God ſhould raiſe the Dead 
And if it ſeem'not incredible, it cannot poſſi- 
bly be thought inconſiderable: Eſpecially when 
we reflect on the glorious manner in which the 
Reſurrection of the Juſt is to be accompliſhed. 
Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt will ſee to it, that it be 
done ; yea, he will himſelf be preſent at it: It 
ſhall be done by his expreſs Care, and Com- 
mand, and Power. The Lord himſelf will def 
cend from Heaven on this Account, while' all 
his celeſtial Attendants ſhall ſhout forth their 
Joys on the illuſtrious Occaſion. And the firſt 
thing which he does upon that Deſcent, even 
before he takes any viſible and diſtinct Notice 
of the Saints then alive, will be to call out'of 
their Graves thoſe that ſleep in him: As if he 
were impatient of that Bondage in which their 
Bodies had been detained, and had a declared 
Enmity againſt that Neſtroyer. Oh Death, ſays 
he, with a majeſtick —_— I will be 
thy Plagues ! Repentance ſhall be hid Za mine 
Eyes. I will not leave thee one of my Ser- 
vants to triumph over : However obſcure in 
Life; how long ſoever forgotten in the Duſt ; 
I will redeem all my —_ and not a Hoof 
\ | hall be left behind. 
I And, oh let us conſider in what Pane they 
190 ſhall appear: He will change theſe vile Bodies, 
1 that they may be faſhioned like unto his own glb 
rious B dy accordi ng to that mighty Power 
whereby 
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whereby he is able to ſubdue all things unto bim 


f elf * Then ſhall be brought fo paſs. the Saying 
2 is written, Death is ſallbwed up in Vic- 


tory: Not the leaſt Trace of it remaining in 


all the redeemed World: Nothing by which 


it could be known, that any one of all the 
Thouſands and Ten Thouſands of God's te 
rael, had ever been for one Moment unde 
its Power. Glorious Diſplay of the Royalty 
and Magnificence of Gop's Love to his Peo- 
ple! That tho' it be not in itſelf abſolutely 
neceſſary to their Happineſs; yet the meaner 
Part of their Nature ſhall be reſcued: from the 
Abaſements of the Grave, and not only 
recovered, but beautifted, inyigorated, and 
adorned! '2 
Nor is this to be merely the Triumph of 
one publick and ſolemn Day. Tis added, as 
the Crown of all, /o ſhall we ever be with the 
Lord! And let it be remember'd, that it is 
faid, not of the Apoſtles alone, or of thoſe, who 
(like our Reverend Father, whoſe Remains we 
now attend) have born ſacred Offices in the 
Church, and honoured Gop in them by 
diſtinguiſhed Services; but it is ſaid of every 
true Believer, and was intended to include us, 
on whom the ends af the World are come, 
who are, ſo far as our Character anſwers our 
Chriſtian Profeſſion, as dear to Chriſt, as if we 
had lived ſeventeen hundred Years ago, and 
miniſtred to him, or to his Apoſtles. And how 
much is implied in this? we ſhall be with Chriſt! 
Glorious Hope, worth dying for! Who that 


indeed 


— | „ a 


( 38 ) 
indeed loves him, does not fay in his Heart, 
even now, with all theſe ſolemn Enſigns of 
Death before his Eyes, I defire ts depart and to 
be with Chriſt : And let the Worms deſtroy this 
Body, and let the Tomb preſs it down: May 
but my enlarged Spirit ſoar up to him, tho” cor- 
poreal Delights, and Creature Converſe were to 
be known no more! Rut you will remember, we 
are to be with the Lord in our compleat Perſons, 
and in one compleat Society. too: And what 
is the Crown of all, and affords in a few Words, 
if I may ſo ſpeak, a kind of infinite Delight, we 
ſhall be FOR EVER with bim. Nothing ſhall 
ever ſeparate us from him; nothing imbitter, 
nothing interrupt, ſo much as for a Moment, 
the Pleaſure of our endeared Converſe with him. 
And now I will appeal to you, my dear 
Friends, who are moſt painfully wounded by this 
fad Stroke; and to whom all the tender Names 
of Father, and Paſtor, and Friend, are grown 
Sounds of ſorrowful Memorial, in Proportion 
to the Degree in which they were once delight- 
ful; yet I will appeal even to you, if theſe are 
not good and comfortable Words, fit tor an Apo- 
ſtle to write, and for God himſelf to dictate to 
his mourning Children. It appears from what I 
have been ſaying, that it is well with our dear 
departed Friends who ſleep in Jeſus: They are 
ſealed up among God's Treaſures : They enter in- 
to Peace, they reſt in their Beds; and they ſhall 
riſe from them in the Morning of the Reſur- 
rection, not like Lazarus, with his Grave Clothes 
about him; but dreſs d in the Robes of Glory 
and 
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and Immortality. And if this were all that could 
be ſaid with relation to them, were it not to 


115 W found Reaſon and a lively Faith much, were it 
ay not abundantly enough to vindicate the Kind- 
r neſs of Gop's Diſpenſations towards them, tho? 


chey might ſeem for a ſhort Moment (whilethey 
lie in the Duſt,) as undet his Rebukes ? were wt 
not enough to awaken our Congratulations ra- 
ther than our Condolances. Yet to increaſe 
the Pleafure, with which we look after theſe 


„beloved Objects, now removed from our Sight, 
ll we are farther told, (and it is by no means to be 
r. forgotten, ) that even now while ab/ent from the 


Body, they are in an important Senſe and De- 
gree preſent with the Lord; and ſo preſent, that 
their moſt intimate Converſe with him on 
Earth was, in Compariſon with this, but 
Abſence from him. It is then well with them 
indeed; and it ſhall be well with us too, if we 
are Chriſtians; ſo ſoon, ſo certainly, ſo entire- 
ly well, that I wonder at the Weakneſs of our 
Minds, that they ſhould be ſo much depreſſed 
with this ſhort Separation: for theſe very Scrip- 
tures aſſure us, we ſhall meet with them again; 
for they and we being with the Lord, we muſt be 
with each other. What a delightful Thought 
is this! when we run over the long Catalogue 
of excellent Friends, which we rafhly fay we 
have loſt, to think each of us, I alſo ſhall be 
gathered to my People; to thoſe, whom my Heart 

ſtill owns under that Character, with an At- 

fection, which Death could not cancel, nor 


| theſe Yeats of  Abfence eraſe, Nature takes 
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a fond kind of Pleafure in the ſecret Thought, 


that with regard to ſome of them, our Coffins 
ſhall in a little Time ſtand by theirs, and our 
Duſt muſt be mingled in the ſame Grave. Poor 
trifling Comfort ! as if Duſt could tell where 
it was, and with what it was mingled. But 
the Goſpel aſſures us, that if we be Followers 
of them, who thro' Faith and Patlence do now 
inherit the Promiſes, our Spirits ſhall ere long 
Join with theirs, in the Services and Pleaſures 


of the heavenly World. And how far will this 


be beyondall that Pleaſure, with which on Earth 
we have taken ſweet Counſel together, and gone 
tothe Houſe of Gop in Company! And it alſo 
aſſures us, that, at laſt, we who have taken 
our Parts i in the fad Proceſſion of Mourners, 
that conveyed them to this Houſe of Darkneſs 
and Silence, if we indeed believe in him 
whois the Reſurrection and the Life, ſhall 
alſo have our Place in that bright Proceſſion, 
in which Chriſt ſhall lead them on to the Gates 
of Glory, in that Day, when he will fay, in 
a yet more important Senſe than he did in the 
Day of his Agony, and with his expiring, 
Breath, © It is finiſhed: The Purpoſes of 
my dying Love are compleatly accompliſhed, 

and my People are what I always intended 
they ſhould at laſt be, and always rejoiced in 
the Views of making them.“ 

Only let us all ſuffer the Word of Exhor- 
tation, and make it our Care, that ſeeing we 
look for ſuch T hings, we receive Chriſt Jeſus 
the Lord, and walk in him. It is a terrible, 


but 


It 
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but moſt certain Truth, that there are many 


who wear the Name of Chriſt now, whom 
he will at laſt diſown, and will /® to them, 
depart from me, I know you not whence you are. 
It is moſt certain, we muſt be united to Chriſt 
by Faith now, and conformed to him in true 
Holineſs, or we ſhall have no Part or Lot in 
this Matter, Let us therefore gird up the 
Loins of our Mind, let us renew our Reſolu- 
tion, and our Watchfulneſs, and ſo hope to the 
End, for the Grace that ſhall be brought unto 
us at the Revelation of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
when he ſhall adminiſter to all his faithful 
Servants an abundant Entrance into his bea- 


venly Kingdom. Amen. 
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